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Support Your
Chaplains
Because of generous 
supporters like you 
we’re able to care for 
our law enforcement 
family and community.

How you can give: 
- On Our Website 
- Venmo 
- By Check 
- Payroll Deductions
- Visit us at our 
Chaplain Office in the 
DEM Building

Assistant  Lead Chaplain
Ryan Stemkoski

* Currently Probationary 
staff in training

Reserve Chaplains

Chaplain Anthony Rogers Chaplain TJ Gaia

Sheriff Chaplain’s Corner
By Chaplain Kyle Knutsen

2 Timothy 1:7 — “For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and 
self-control.”

What a gracious God we serve! As I write this newsletter, I know it had to be on this 
verse—I had a dream about it the night before. Ironically, in church this morning, my 
pastor preached on Romans 8:31–34, and I want to specifically look at verse 32: “He 
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things?”

When we look at 2 Timothy 1:7, we see one of those very things God graciously gives 
us—a spirit of power, love, and self-control. The apostle Paul wrote this letter to 
Timothy to encourage a young pastor with a heightened urgency to be strong in the Lord. 
Those words were written to a pastor 2,000 years ago, yet they still ring loud and true 
today. Timothy was under pressure and facing opposition, and I think all of 
us—regardless of vocation or circumstance—can relate. As Christians, it is imperative 
that we lean into the truths revealed to us in our Holy Scriptures.
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What does it mean that God gave us a spirit of 
power, love, and self-control? It means that God 
has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!” (Galatians 4:6). That 
truth alone is an encouragement that can and 
will keep us going. Whether it’s Chaplains 
showing up to console a family who has lost a 
loved one, coming alongside a Deputy to 
provide a spiritual shoulder to lean on, or a 
Deputy being the first to run toward a dangerous 
threat—as Christians, we have the divine 
privilege of relying on the Spirit God has given 
us so that we can show up in whatever situation 
lies ahead with confidence that we will work to 
glorify the Lord.

https://scsochaplains.org/support/
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Biblical power means courage to speak godly truth, strength to endure what would otherwise be unbearable 
hardship, and boldness to live out the calling God has given you.

Biblical love is found by looking at the cross. John 15:13 tells us, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends.” Godly love is sacrificial and costly.

Biblical self-control is a fruit of the Spirit—something we display only as we “keep in step with the Spirit” 
(Galatians 5:25). It looks like Titus 2:12: “training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions…”

All of these traits are noble, desirable, and completely unattainable apart from the Holy Spirit working within us. 
One of my favorite verses in all of Scripture paints this picture perfectly, so I thank Paul for his second letter to the 
Corinthians. 2 Corinthians 3:18 says, “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image, from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the 
Spirit.”

Support the Chaplaincy with Payroll Deductions

Are you a Spokane County employee? Did you know you can support the 
chaplaincy and our mission? Learn more and sign-up online:

https://scsochaplains.org/payroll-deduction/

Prayer

Father God, it is my prayer that we, the Chaplaincy, 
lean into the Spirit You have given us, truly behold 
the glory of the Lord, and continue to do the work 
You have called us to. Father, bless this team of 
Chaplains, bless our Deputies, and thank You for 
the opportunities You give us to glorify You and 
share the message of Christ in Spokane County and 
beyond. We love You, Lord, and we pray this in 
Your name, Jesus. Amen.



Kyle joined the Chaplaincy in December 2025 
and became a Reserve Chaplain in January while 
navigating some health complications. He lives in 
Colbert with his wife, Kerista, their son Oliver, 18 
chickens, two cats, and a dog. Kyle is from 
Spokane but met Kerista at Central Washington 
University, where they both graduated. He 
currently works for a credit union in Spokane 
doing business development. Kyle is passionate 
about both law enforcement and his community, 
and that passion is what fueled his desire to join 
the Chaplaincy.
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Welcome, Chaplain Kyle!



Talk to a Chaplain
Whether you’re an officer, county employee, 
community member, or just need someone to 
talk to, our chaplain team is here for you.

- 24x7 Support Spiritual 
- Guidance & Referrals
- Pastoral Counseling 
- Conversation 
- Crisis Intervention 
- Weddings & Funerals
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Previous Month’s
Action Report

11
Callouts

1437
Volunteer Hours

5
Ride-Alongs

13
Chaplains

Supporters of the Month

3
Support Staff

5.11 Tactical

Maddie’s Place is a non-profit, free-standing recovery nursery for babies 
experiencing withdrawal due to prenatal substance exposure. We provide 
high quality, holistic, multi-disciplinary medical and non-medical care for 
infants with prenatal substance exposure and wraparound support for 
their parents/caregivers. Our comprehensive model of care brings babies 
safely through their withdrawal, facilitates early bonding whenever 
possible, offers hope and support to parents struggling with substance 
abuse, strengthens families, improves early intervention, and helps 
mitigate the long-term effects suffered by children with in-utero substance 
exposure. We keep parents and babies together, using nurturing, 
low-intervention care that leads to better outcomes, lower costs, and 
stronger bonds. To make a referral to Maddie's Place, please call 
509-315-5146. To learn more, donate, or volunteer, please visit 
www.maddiesplace.org.

Thank you for your support of 
the Spokane County Sheriff 
Chaplaincy and Police Week!

http://www.maddiesplace.org/
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SCSO Chaplains

Chaplain Marilyn (center) has returned to the SCSO 
Chaplains

Hank Ministry

Chaplain Jake (left) awarded a 
commemorative coffee cup by Lead 

Chaplain Robert

Chaplain Garry (right) awarded the semper 
gumby award by Sr Chaplain Rocky


